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Research projects

Current projects

1.
Constitutional History: temporalities, crisis, possibilities

PAIXAOQ, Cristiano (coordinator). PINHEIRO, Douglas; GUERRA, Maria
Pia; MARQUES, Raphael Peixoto; CARVALHO, Claudia Paiva; COUTO,
Ana Carolina; HONORATO, Fernando Henrique; GORDILHO, Maria
Celina; UTZIG, Mateus (members).

Outline

The project aims to attract and foster research on the various temporalities
embedded in the relationship between law and politics, between
constitutionalism and democracy.
An interesting example involves the anatomy, development and unfolding of
the constitutional crises that occurred in Brazilian history.
Situations such as those experienced in 1955, 1961, 1964 and 2016 can be
analyzed with the concept of constitutional crisis? And in other periods, it
would also be possible to think about the activation of the concept? What
experiences from history can be productive, in the comparative dimension,
for Constitutional history? The concept of a constitutional crisis can be
articulated with other categories related to constitutional history?
Among the various possibilities for research, the following stand out:
(1)  constitutional crises, such as those occurred in 1955, 1961, 1964
and 2016 in Brazil;
(i1) transitions to democracy, with an emphasis on for the policies of
memory, amnesty, and uses of the past;



(ii1) constitutional assemblies and constitution-making processes, with
special attention to temporal and constitutional ruptures and
continuities.
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2.
Law, History and Literature: literature as a reflexive field for legal and
constitutional history

PAIXAO, Cristiano (coordinator). PINHEIRO, Douglas; GONZALEZ, José
Calvo; VESPAZIANI, Alberto; TRINDADE, André Karam; GUERRA,
Maria Pia; MARQUES, Raphael Peixoto; CARVALHO, Claudia Paiva;
GORDILHO, Maria Celina (members).

Outline:

The task of understanding legal history requires an amplification of the
narratives included in the historical sources, encompassing literary
productions in which narratives about subalternities, about justice and other
reflexive spheres than the institutional ones.

Therefore, a rapprochement between law and literature can become a
reflexive source and for legal history.

The research based on literary narratives can unveil mentalities, ideas,
concepts, clues, social temporalities, perceptions of crisis and perspectives
of justice.

The main goals of the project are:

(1)  Creation of a space for interdisciplinary dialogue between law and
literature in the light of experiences and the narratives resulting
from: violations of human rights hidden in official records but
present in literature; limits between fiction and truth; contrast
between utopia, dystopia and distrust;

(1i1))  Finding out possibilities of understanding concepts of law, justice,
inclusion, democracy, equality, freedom, power from the analyses
of literary narratives;

(ii1)) Production of texts about legal history and literature in
contemporary perspective.
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1.
Brazilian Constitutional History post-1930: constitutional change and
citizenship building

PAIXAO, Cristiano (coordinator). BIGLIAZZI, Renato; LOURENCO
FILHO, Ricardo; MARQUES, Raphael Peixoto; CARVALHO, Claudia
Paiva; CABRAL, Rafael Lamera; HONORATO, Fernando Henrique
(members).

Duration: 2011-2014

Goals:

- Identify, from the concepts of constitutional form and popular participation,
the affirmation of the fundamental rights and the moments of construction of
spaces of citizenship as an open process on Brazilian Constitutionalism;

- Understanding the forms of re-elaboration of history and memory in
contemporary Brazil, and the role of law and legal institutions in these
historical processes;

- To investigate the process of making and enacting the 1988 Brazilian
Constitution and the subsequent attempts to change its amendment
procedure.
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2.
Challenges to constitutionalism: war on terrorism, emergency and
Human Rights

PAIXAO, Cristiano (coordinator). BIGLIAZZI, Renato; MARQUES,
Raphael Peixoto; GUIMARAES, Guilherme Cintra; MAIA, Paulo Savio
Peixoto; HONORATO, Fernando Henrique (members).

Duration: 2008-2011



Goals:

- Identify the redefinition of the limits of fundamental rights from the war on
terrorism;

- Understand the main aspects and consequences of the extreme forms of
treatment of suspects: torture, isolation, lack of due process;

- Analyze judicial rulings related to the application, to prisoners of the war
on terrorism, of fundamental rights like due process, privacy, freedom of
expression and others.
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Participation as a speaker in Conferences/Seminars (International
Events):

1.
Conference: Memorial histérico y verdad ficcional en Incidente em
Antares, de FErico Verissimo. ler Simposio Internacional

La cultura literaria del derecho: alianzas transatlanticas. Malaga, 1 December
2017.

2.
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memoria, texto. Asociacion Argentina de Filosofia del Derecho. XXXI
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3.
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Conference: Letteratura e giustizia di transizione nel Brasile
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2016.

5.
Discussion: Authoritarian violence. Program in Race, Law, and History at
the University of Michigan Law School. Ann Arbor, 11 November 2014.

6.
Presentation of paper: The Past and Future of Authoritarian Regimes:
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Chile. 2014 American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting. Denver, 8
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7.

Presentation of paper: Constitutional history, transitional justice and
legal tradition: amnesty laws and constitutional change in Brazil and
Chile. European Society for Comparative Legal History. 3th Biennal
Conference: Traditions and Changes. Macerata, 8 July 2014.

8.

Presentation of paper: A tutela dos direitos na transicio brasileira: lei de
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Planck-Institut fiir europédische Rechtsgeschichte. International Workshop:
Rights, Justice, Cultural Diversity: Dynamics of Legal Protection in Times
of Transition. Frankfurt-am-Main, 26 November 2013.

9.
Conference: Dignity Guarantees in the 1988 Constitution: Giving
Juridical Meaning to a Concept, University of Michigan Law School.

Seminar: Brazil: History, Human Rights, and Contemporary Slavery. Ann
Arbor, November 2013.



