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Pagani Andrea, “Come I Griffin: Genealogia dell’amorale” ISBN 9788890668739, Nobook 
Editore, 2012. 
 
 
CONFERENCES 
 
CAIS 2019, Orvieto.  
 
Pedagogy of Irony: Collodi’s positivist approach. 
This paper explores the extent to which Carlo Collodi used irony as a positivist pedagogic tool in 
a selection of texts he wrote for children, with particular emphasis on Giannettino. 
Giannettino was published in 1877 and enjoyed a wide distribution in many primary schools of 
the newly formed Italian kingdom.  Collodi’s schoolbooks have often been labelled by scholars of 
Collodi as a mere step towards the artistic summa of Pinocchio. 
In this paper I will argue that in Giannettino Collodi uses irony as a subtle demystification of 
concepts such as authority, personal achievements and knowledge. These concepts have been 
considered fundamental for the bourgeoisie-inspired newly formed Italian kingdom. In the books 
I will observe, irony is used as a pedagogical tool to read that Italian society and to face daily 
experiences. 
Along the same line as contemporary studies – such as Steinberg’s The Pinocchio Effect (2007) or 
Marcheschi’s Il naso corto (2016) - that contributed to debunk the mainstream interpretation of 
Pinocchio as a bourgeoisie manifesto, this paper examines aspects of Giannettino in which irony 
functions as a tool to bring to the fore Collodi’s approach to positivist pedagogy, a dominant 
educational methodology at that time.  
This paper wants to observe the extent to which and the role that Collodi attributed to irony and 
jokes in his institutional works, starting from the first one he published, Giannettino.  
 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
My primary area of research concerns literature conceived as an education tool. Therefore, 
literature for children inside and outside the school environment. In particular, literature from 
Italian Risorgimento to Letteratura partigiana during World War 2.  
Moreover, I am particularly interested in the value that food culture had in creating the Italian 
identity, especially in relation to children education. 
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