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TRANSNATIONAL ROMANTICISM
Il corso si tiene nell’Aula A di Palazzo Ugolini con il seguente calendario: 

Martedì 13 maggio ore 15.00-18.00

Mercoledì 14 maggio ore 15.00-18.00

Giovedì 15 maggio ore    15.00-18.00

Venerdì 16 maggio dalle ore 9.00 verifica finale

Ricevimento: dopo ogni lezione e per appuntamento
Verifica finale: colloquio orale
Le iscrizioni, anche come uditori, sono da presentare alla Presidenza di Lettere e Filosofia, via Morbiducci 40, Macerata, fax 0733 258 4117, entro il giorno 8 maggio 2008.

Seminar Topic: This course offers a fresh exploration of the historical formation we (still) call “Romanticism.”  From its beginnings in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century, Romanticism proclaimed an internationalist perspective based on beliefs in a universal human subject.  At the same time it provided a cultural vocabulary for renewed and emergent nationalism. Looking at Romanticism from a transnational perspective enables us to develop an historical analysis of both the ideological and the material constituents of this internationalist/nationalist dialectic.  Fundamental to this transnational approach is a body of new scholarship on what has come to be called transatlantic Romanticism. Literature in English produced between the American Revolution (1775-83) and the American Civil War (1861-65) was part of a complex transatlantic culture of writing, publication, textual transmission, and influence.   There were, for example, literary texts written in Boston and published in London, texts published almost simultaneously in London and New York, texts that explicitly represented these very processes of culture connection.  This transatlantic Romantic culture in English was, in turn, intricately linked to national and transnational literary developments in France, Germany, and Italy.  

The course will begin with a critical historical examination of the meanings of “Romanticism,” “romantic,” and “romance” in English culture and their relationship to cognate terms that developed in Germany towards the end of the eighteenth century:  “Romantik,” “Romantisch,” “Roman.”  We will look at the influences of these vocabularies of Romanticism in France and Italy—and at French and Italian influences on these vocabularies.   We will then focus more intensively on transatlantic Romanticism in English by following influences moving both ways across the Atlantic—on the cultural dialogue and material interactions between British and American writing.  We will pay particular attention to the ways in which literary texts responded to and represented the key historical crises of this era:  the revolt of the American colonies, the struggle against black slavery, the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of the British Empire, the French Empire, and the territorial United States.  Finally, we will look in detail at three examples of connections between transatlantic Romanticism in English and important developments in German, French, and Italian literature.

Required reading: Transatlantic Romanticism:  An Anthology of British, American, and Canadian Literature, 1767-1867, ed. Lance Newman, Joel Pace, and Chris Koenig-Woodyard (Pearson/Longman, 2006).  Additional photocopied texts will be provided.

1. “Romanticism”--concepts, contexts, transtexts
S.T. Coleridge, “Kubla Khan,” Chapter 13 and 14 of Biographia Literaria
Friedrich Schlegel, Gespräch über Poesie (excerpt)

René Wellek, The Romantic Age, vol. 2 of A History of Modern Criticism (excerpt) 

Raymond Williams, Keywords (“literature” and “romance”)

Michael Löwy and Robert Sayre, Romanticism Against the Tide of Modernity (excerpt)

Giovanni Carsaniga, “The Romantic controversy,” The Cambridge History of Italian Literature, ed. Peter Brand and Lino Pertile (excerpt)

*Nathaniel Hawthorne, “P’s Correspondence” 

2.  Romanticism in English—a transatlantic perspective
Thomas Paine, excerpts from Common Sense and Rights of Man
William Blake, America:  A Prophecy
Anna Barbauld, “Eighteen Hundred and Eleven”

Nathaniel Hawthorne, “P’s Correspondence”
Transatlantic Romanticism:  An Anthology of British, American, and Canadian Literature, 1767-1867, ed. Lance Newman, Joel Pace, and Chris Koenig-Woodyard (excerpts)

Leonard Tennenhouse, The Importance of Feeling English:  American Literature and the British Diaspora, 1750-1850 (excerpts)

3.  Continental connections
Heinrich Heine, “Die Romantische Schule” (excerpt)

Madame de Staël, De l’Allemagne (excerpt)

Jerome J. McGann, The Romantic Ideology (excerpt)

Comte de Volney, Les ruines; ou méditations sur les révolutions des empires (excerpt)

Volney’s Ruins of Empire, translated by Thomas Jefferson and Joel Barlow (excerpt)

P.B. Shelley, Queen Mab, Alastor
Ugo Foscolo, “Narrative and Romantic Poems of the Italians,” Quarterly Review 21 (1819), 486-556

Byron, Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage, Beppo (excerpts)

Giovanni Carsaniga, “Foscolo,” The Cambridge History of Italian Literature, ed. Brand and Pertile (excerpt)

Suggested supplementary reading (recent studies of transatlantic literary culture):

Ian Baucom, Specters of the Atlantic:  Finance Capital, Slavery, and the Philosophy of History (2005).

Richard Brantley, Coordinates of Anglo-American Romanticism:  Wesley, Edwards, Carlyle, and Emerson (1994).

Leon Chai, The Romantic Foundations of the American Renaissance (1987).

Julie Ellison, Cato’s Tears and the Making of Anglo-American Emotion (2000).

Paul Giles, Transatlantic Insurrections (2001).

Saree Makdisi, Romantic Imperialism (1998).

Joel Pace and Matthew Scott, ed., Wordsworth in American Literary Culture (2005).

Donald Pease and Robyn Wiegman, ed., The Future of American Studies (2002).

David Reynolds, Beneath the American Renaissance (1988).

Leonard Tennenhouse, The Importance of Feeling English:  American Literature and the British Diaspora, 1750-1850 (2007).

Robert Weisbuch, Atlantic Double-Cross:  American Literature and British Influence in the Age of Emerson (1986). 

* Indicates that the text may be found in Transatlantic Romanticism
N.B.: Si fa presente che durante il corso il prof. William Keach farà riferimento a tutti i testi in bibliografia, ma è importante che per partecipare attivamente al corso e superare la prova finale i/le partecipanti abbiano letto l’antologia richiesta e abbiano familiarità con i testi sia letterari che critici. Sarà compito dei/delle partecipanti procurarsi e leggere i testi prima dell’inizio del corso. I testi sono o saranno disponibili presso la Biblioteca Interdipartimentale di Lingue e Scienze Storiche, Palazzo Ugolini − Corso Cavour, 2 − 62100 Macerata. 

